
GROVE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
TUESDAY, AUGUST 5, 2014
6:00 PM


The Grove City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, August 5, 2014 at 6:00 PM with Mayor Marty Follis presiding. Members present were Ed Trumbull, Don Nielsen, Marty Dyer and Ivan Devitt. Also present was City Manager, Bill Keefer; Attorney, Brandon Watkins; Public Works Director, Jack Bower; City Treasurer, Lisa Allred and City Clerk, Bonnie Buzzard. Assistant City Manager, Debbie Bottoroff was absent.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Mr. Keith Jones addressed the Council to report that the street lights along US Highway 59 North are very nice; however he noticed that there are several lights that are missing and he asked who is responsible for replacing them. Bower indicated that the City of Grove is responsible for them but before the City can receive reimbursement they must first incur the cost, replace the structure in its entirety and then send an invoice / receipt to the individuals auto insurance carrier. Bower indicated that project is not a budgeted item and that it would take awhile before it is completed.
Devitt made the motion to approve the minutes from the previous meeting. Seconded by Nielsen. AYE: Trumbull, Nielsen, Dyer, Devitt and Follis. NAY: None. Motion carried.
Nielsen made the motion to approve the minutes from the July 25, 2014 special meeting. Seconded by Trumbull.   AYE: Trumbull, Nielsen, Devitt and Follis. Dyer abstained. NAY: None. Motion carried.
Trumbull made the motion to approve the purchase order register. Seconded by Nielsen. AYE: Trumbull, Nielsen, Dyer, Devitt and Follis. NAY: None. Motion carried.
At 6:10 PM Dyer made the motion to open the Public Hearing to receive comments to determine if the property located at 507 Spring Street is dilapidated and is detrimental to the health, safety and welfare of the general public and the community. Seconded by Nielsen. AYE: Trumbull, Nielsen, Dyer, Devitt and Follis. NAY: None. Motion carried. Keefer reported that a Notice of Violation was mailed to the property owner regarding the dilapidated structure, and it was returned by the USPS marked “Refused”. The property owner has made some minor yard improvements to the property however has a ways to go in order to meet the code. Keefer noted that it is Staff recommendation for the Council to issue an Administrative Order requiring the property owner to obtain a demolition permit within thirty (30) days of the order, and within sixty (60) days of the Administrative Order the property owner shall remove the dilapidated structure and debris created from demolition and level the lot to a grade that allows for mowing.   No property owner was present for comments. At 6:13 PM Dyer made the motion to close the public hearing. Seconded by Nielsen.  AYE: Trumbull, Nielsen, Dyer, Devitt and Follis. NAY: None. Motion carried.
Devitt made the motion to order the property owner of 507 S Spring Street to clean and mow the property, and obtain a demolition permit from the City of Grove within thirty (30) days of the date of this Administrative Order, and to order the property owner to remove the dilapidated structure and debris created from the demolition within sixty (60) days of the date of the Administrative Order. Seconded by Nielsen. AYE: Trumbull, Nielsen, Dyer, Devitt and Follis. NAY: None. Motion carried.
At 6:14 PM Dyer made the motion to open a Public Hearing to receive comments to determine if the property located at 129 W 3rd Street is dilapidated and is detrimental to the health, safety and welfare of the general public and the community. Seconded by Nielsen. AYE: Trumbull, Nielsen, Dyer, Devitt and Follis. NAY: None. Motion carried. Property owner Mike Lewandowski addressed the Council to report that he appreciates all the efforts the Council & Staff is taking in order to the various properties up to code. Lewandowski indicated that he has been working with Code Enforcement Officer, John Fasano with his plans on redeeming this property when he received a notice of violation in the mail advising him to attend this City Council meeting for formal presentation of explanation on his plans to bring this property up to code. Lewandowski presented the Mayor and Council a copy of the preliminary drawings from Architect Dennis Brown of Brown & Associates which detailed on the proposed remodel of the structures. Lewandowski anticipated the start of the proposed project should be before year ending, and estimated 60-90 days for completion.  Lewandowski entertained questions, comments and concerns from the Council and Staff, and agreed to re-address the project with the Council in 60 days with a status update.  At 6:25 PM Devitt made the motion to close the public hearing. Seconded by Nielsen. AYE: Trumbull, Nielsen, Dyer, Devitt and Follis. NAY: None. Motion carried.
Follis opened the floor for discussion with respect to the Administrative Order pertaining to the property located at 129 W 3rd Street. Devitt made the motion to grant the property owner Mike Lewandowski sixty (60) days to proceed with the remodeling plans and to report back before the Council for review and status update at the end of the sixty (60) days. Seconded by Dyer.  AYE: Trumbull, Nielsen, Dyer, Devitt and Follis. NAY: None. Motion carried.
Devitt made the motion to approve an Agreement with the Grove Public Schools providing exclusive usage of the Jim Beauchamp field. Seconded by Dyer. AYE: Trumbull, Nielsen, Dyer, Devitt and Follis. NAY: None. Motion carried.
Follis opened the floor for discussion with respect to an Ordinance amending the Animal Regulations of the Code of Ordinance of the City of Grove. Keefer reported that the Council discussed the need to amend the animal regulations by reducing the amount of the annual licensing fee for animals that are not spayed or neutered from $30 to $10, and to include additional proposed changes from Police Chief, Mark Morris and his Staff. Ms. Judith Read addressed the Council to strongly suggest that they consider implementing “Therapy Animals” into the Ordinance beside “Service Animals”. Read described the reasoning in detail with the Council and Staff and produce evidence that it is a totally different definitions than that of a “Service Animals”.  The Council entertained questions, comments and concerns from the Staff and Read. Nielsen made the motion to approve the Ordinance as presented and upon amendment to include “Therapy Animals” along with Service Animals. Seconded by Trumbull.  AYE: Trumbull, Nielsen, Dyer and Devitt. NAY: Follis. Motion carried.
Follis opened the floor for discussion with respect to consideration of bids for a ten wheel dump truck with underbody scraper and salt/sand spreader for the Street Department. Keefer reported that the City recently solicited bids for this project, and received only one bid from:
· Shirley Moore Equipment Company – Lowell Arkansas 	$189,951.07
Keefer noted that the bid is significantly higher than what was projected for this truck based upon vendor estimates provided to the City earlier this spring. Therefore, Staff would recommend that the Council reject this bid and authorize Staff to rebid. Trumbull made the motion to reject the bid received for the ten wheel dump truck with underbody scraper and salt/sand spreader for the Street Department, and to authorize the Staff to rebid. Seconded by Nielsen. AYE: Trumbull, Nielsen, Dyer, Devitt and Follis. NAY: None. Motion carried.
Dyer made a motion to approve a Resolution amending the 2014-2015 fiscal budget for the Building and Grounds Capital Budget and the Sanitation Fund. Seconded by Devitt.  AYE: Trumbull, Nielsen, Dyer, Devitt and Follis. NAY: None. Motion carried.
Follis opened the floor for discussion with respect to hiring an Engineer to prepare the Pavement Management Plan as provided for in the 2014/2015 City Capital Budget. Watkins reported that he has researched this item in detail with a representative from the Oklahoma Municipal League and City Staff to conclude that it is most prudent to go out for “Requests for Qualifications” rather than public bid. Once the RFQ’s are received the Council / Staff may then select the most qualified and negotiate the contract for services. Devitt agreed to sit on the selection committee as City Council Representative. Dyer made the motion to authorize the Staff to solicit RFQ’s for an Engineer to prepare the Pavement Management Plan. Seconded by Trumbull. AYE: Trumbull, Nielsen, Dyer, Devitt and Follis. NAY: None. Motion carried.
CITY MANAGERS REPORT:
Keefer reported that due to the lifeguard’s leaving for school, the swimming pool hours has been changed to reflect that after August 10th the pool will be closed on weekdays Monday thru Friday and opened on Saturday & Sunday from 1:00 PM to 6:00 PM until Labor Day.
Keefer entertained discussions from the Council and Staff in regards to the Ottawa County Bike Trail project that would provide an opportunity to construct a safe scenic and historic trail for residents and visitors from across a multi-state area to work on their health and fitness. Keefer mentioned that the overall goal of this project is to create an 18 mile bike trail from Miami to the proximity of Grove and the shores of Grand Lake along the abandoned Kansas, Oklahoma and Gulf Railroad Line while giving the option to take a detour on the only Route 66 ribbon road left in the world.  
WARD REPORTS:
Devitt reported that he participated in the recent ‘Cars for Critters’ event at the Civic Center and that they raised approximately $4,200 for this project. Devitt expressed thanks to Audrey Brewer, and the Grove Police Department for their assistance with that event.
 EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Follis announced that there are no further negotiations to discussion with respect to an Executive Session pertaining to the Fraternal Order of Police - Grand Lake Lodge No. 171. No action taken.

At 7:04 PM Devitt made the motion to adjourn. Seconded by Nielsen. AYE: Trumbull, Nielsen, Dyer, Devitt and Follis. NAY: None. Motion carried.
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